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about 300 miles, were to be attributed entirely to tke
faults of the system under which the cattle were procured
for the service.

" But although I am addressing myself to an officer
whose experience reaches beyond the times to which I have
alluded, it is only necessary that I should advert, in proof
of my assertion, to the circumstances of the late war.
From a variety of causes it was necessary, at the com-
mencement of the war, to hire cattle to draw the train
from Madras to the frontiers of Mysore; and you will
recollect the difficulties under which you laboured, and that,
in fact, you could not have brought your carriages to the
frontier without the assistance of the public cattle which
you called to join you, and that if the circumstances of the
times had required that the whole army should advance to
Poonah, you would probably have thought it proper to take
with you only those carriages for which you might have
had a sufficient number of the public clraft cattle. All the
carriages attached to the divisions under my command
were drawn by public cattle; and I will advert to a few
facts, to point out the difference between this part of the
equipment of the troops in late and former wars.

" We marched to Poonah from Seringapatam, the dis-
tance being nearly 600 miles, in the worst season of the
year, through a country which had been destroyed by
Holkar's army, with heavy guns, at the rate upon an average
of thirteen and a4ialf miles a day, and if the twelve days
which we halted on the Toombudra for orders be excluded,
we arrived at Poonah in two months from the time we
marched. On this march we lost no draft cattle. I
remained in the neighbourhood of Poonah, in a country
which deserves the name of a desert, for six weeks, and
then marched again with the train in the same state as to
numbers as when it left Seringapatam, and the troops and